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sending his son, Abu Paris, to raise an army of volunteers
and watch for the hostile fleet in that district.1 The Chris-
tian galleys, however, sailed to the shores of al-Mahdiya,
and the army landed without meeting any resistance.
Froissart reports a discussion which arose in the Moorish
council of war as to whether they should resist the disem-
barkation of the Christian troops.2 Although the details
furnished by the chronicler may belong to the world of
fiction, the story in its broad outline has the appearance
of truth, judging by subsequent events. Two Saracen
'knights', he says, named Mandifer and Bellius, advanced
two different views before the council. The first asserted
that it was their duty to defend al-Mahdiya from the outset
by preventing the enemy from landing. The second, an
old and experienced man, opposed this suggestion. The
Christians, he argued, would force their way to a landing
under cover of the redoubtable Genoese arrows against
which the defence had no protection. Moreover, a defeat
of the Muslim vanguard might lead to the total loss of the
city before the advent of further reinforcements, more
especially as the French and their companions were known
to be expert and subtle warriors.3 On the other hand, they
had no horses with which they might overrun the country-
side, while the city was impregnable and the climatic con-
ditions were unfavourable.4 The weather was hot, and it
would become still hotter. They would necessarily be
encamped under the scorching African sun while the Sara-
1 Kitab al-Ibar (Bulaq ed.), VI, 400.
2 Froissart, XIV, 217-21.
3 ib., XIV, 219; 'car les Francois et ceulx qui sont vemis en leur com-
paignie pour faire armes, sont trop expers en armes et trop subtils'.
4 This point is probably not without foundation in truth.    At an early
stage in the negotiations with the Genoese ambassadors, they informed the
Duke of Bourbon that the Republic could mass sufficient vessels for 6,000
men-at-arms if these were available, for horses would be unnecessary ('car il
n'y fault nulz chevauk'); Cabaret d'Orville, 223.
In a miniature of a combat near al-Mahdiya (MS. of Froissart's chron.,
B.N., fonds fransais, 2646, f. 79, reproduced by Mirot, 42-3), several
pictures of horses can be seen, but in all the miniatures of the Harley MS. of
Froissart (B.M. Harleian 4379, ff. 60 vo, 89 vo, 104 vo) reproduced in
this study and also in Coulton's Studio vol. called Chronicler of Chivalry, 26,
29, 46, no horses are represented at all*